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SUZUKI FINALLY GETS
ITS TOURING SHOW
ON THE ROAD

P
I

e A e e T

C . AUBUST fobsise




N MO TORCYCTING. AS IN HIST ABOUT

any other business, suecess breeds

mmttation. B odoesn’ o matter i it's

MOUSCHAPS,  MICTOCOMPUICEs oF
motorcveless as soon us vou start selt-
ing them in Lus‘v quantties, imiti
tions wit/ appear

So. um;d«.rmu that the touring-
bike success story of the last decade 1s
Honda's Gold \&mg‘ i's only natural
that a collection ol very similar mo-
toreyeles has appeared an the scene
over the years. The ktest one even
has a name that
Honda's  touring  flagship,  the
f\xpcnc:xdc 1 called the € avalcade,
and 1t's Suzuki's all-new tourer,

Actuatly, senae people might even
2o so far as to call the Suzukean imi-
tation of an mitation because its ¢n-
gine s similar to the one in the VYen-
ture Royale, Yamaha's answer to the
Htonda Gold Wing. Like the Yama-
ha. the Suyzukiis powered by a liquid-
vooled. 6-valve, dohe V-Four with a
180-degree crankshaft,
COUSe. ;ust like the fatest touring rigs
from lHonda and Yamaha. lhc
GV IA00GTD has electronic cruise-
control, auto-teveling suspension,
and an AMFMicassette stereo that
wncludes an avtomatic volume-in-
creasing feature, (Also available is a
lower-priced G'F maodel that is sold

without the accessories that are stan-
dard on the G
One original aspect of the Caval-

cade. though. is itk engine size. Suzu-
k1 has carned the distinction of build-
ing the biggest Japancse motorcyele
cngine ever, olfening 136tee at “the
other endd of the Cavaleade's throttle
ciable. Suzuki admits that the mun
re:son for this was pust so the Caval-
cade could be called the bigpest. al-
lowing W o stand out from alf the
other tourmg bihes on the road,
Pheee also was some consideration

given o the fact that having lots of

cubic motor ¢an be of great value on
a motoreyele that, when fully foaded
and ready for the open road. can
weigh more than halfa ton,

Despite having the biggest motor,
however, the Cinvaleadd s not the
fastest touring bike in captivity. Tha
honor hglon"\ to the Venture, which.
by virtue of being a bit lighter and
more radically mnul uunumtlw Su-
zuki w every wav, But Suzuki didn't
intend the Cavalcade's dssplm cment
as something (o help it win racesyit's
merely meant Lo help the bike case on
down the road more effartlessly than
Hs competigon,

The bload-ine of the €
2-degree
shart, imdm
200 cruiser

Cavaleade’s
V-Four powerplant is

back to the Madura
“first introduced o year

S2CYCLE WORLD

mimics that of

And. of

age. Suzuki started with that 1165¢c
engine and. through considerable
duvfupnwm mmml up with a bored
and stroked (8lmm by Obnun, v
P8mm by 61lmm oo the 1200 Ma-
dura) version disphacing 1360ce. In
the process, the 360- dwue Madura
crankshaft became a 180- -degree unit
(tor reduced vibration ) the six-sxpecd
gearbox became a fiv e-speed: and ex-
tensive changes i cam timing and
COMPression l.um along with fram
snaller carburctors. gave the Caval-
cade a broader, smoother powerband
better-saited for the interstates.

All (hings‘ considered, the end re-
sult of that development is extremely
xnu.cs\l(lll On the open highway, the

avalcade’™s engine dnxplax\ almest
PCI(U\,I mapners, Teisn't perhaps, as
guick as Yamaha's Venture, but it's
more than a match forany other tour-
ing rig and certainly able to blow past
any lum ~wheeler that might wander
mito its path. And more to the point
for a touring bike, the Cavaleade has
flexible, usable. always-available
power. s a challenge. in fact, 10 find

From the three adjustable air
cushions in the seat to the remote
stereo conirals, the Cavalcade’s
passenger accomodations are the
tiesf ot the road.

wogear and specd combination that
docsn™t work. I the rpm s too Jow

and the gear oo high, jast opening
the throtile causes the bike to acceler-
ate—-not viciously, but it accelerates
nonctheless, I pulls from war down
low, and revs comfortably o its
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The location of the AM/FM/
cassette unit in the dummy fuef
tank makes on-the-road radio
fiddting ditficult.

THO0-rpen redline.

the Cavaleade is
rebaxinghy smeoath throughaot that
spm enge. Many other murnw hikes
mwh( be able to mateh the Suzuki for
smoothiess, but only at certain en-
ghive rpm or road apm}d\'. Fhe Suzuka,

in additon,
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however is extraordinarily smooth at
all speeds. whether poking through
tradlic just above dle rpm or !mmuw
along dt its 115-mph top speed—or
anvawhere in between, AL lower rovs
there isa pentle pulwimn that isa by-
produt of the Vemaotor's um\u;h
spaced firing sequenee, but it s a
non- dcbnm(mxm\ ahmost enjovable
sort of (hrob hmg«‘ And when the
throttle 1s rolied off the Cavaleade
never rumbles, vibrates or backfires
as some hikes do on deceleration.
There s, Bowever, one areis in
which the Suzaki engine falls short
not only of Yamaha's amd Honda's
touring hikes, but even of its mother
bike. the Madura: shifting, The 1200
was never renowned for its shifting
prowess, and the Cavalcade scems
Jikehy to keep that reputation intact,
Shifting up or down into any gear is
met with a crunch, with lhc ump
from first o second a lmmullu of
fender. And the shift lever requires a
solid yank before it even considers
3’1\ g vou a new ratio. But il you i
avertook that shifting tzimh you cian

Overall, the Cavalcade is one big
motorcycie that, size-wise, fils
somewhere above the Honda and
Yamaha touring rigs but below the
Kawasaki.

count the engine as the Suzuki's sec-
ond-stronges s{ attribute.

Lt strongest point is found under
the g\ neril heading of comfort. for
the Cavalcade seems as though it
could make a tour through hd
pleasant experience. The ndmgz pow
tiom is roomy and spre: ad-out: the dis-
tanve between footpegs and scat is
senerous: the handlebar (which can
he moved to either of two fore-and-
aft posm(m\ simply by reversing the
mounting  pedest afs) msm(m\ the
gripsin the right place: lnd the scat s
as plush Aml wm!mmhic as any
OFM touring saddle in existence.

Sl much of e credit for the
hike s exce pimn at comfort must goto
the suspension. There's nothing
unigue abont the twin-shock rear end
or the erdinary front fork that doesn’t
even offer any vabes for adpusting air
pressure; but that doesn’t keep the
Cavaleade from heing one of the
spyoothest-ridimng bikes ever, Out on
the roud, the Suzuki makes its rider
feet absohutely pampered by keeping
him almost completely insulated
from the bumps and ;nlls that can Jdl
and jigale a fong mp bito a dredtry,
interminable umd That even holds
true when (here's a passenger along
for the ride. The 1400 maintains i
suspension CUPOSUEE S0 WE Hoin twao-
up ~m; s that at thimes s casy te
forget that you're riding tinden.

PI: wving no small part i the Caval-
cade’s mn up stability is the auto-
feveling rear «mspum(m system,
With the bike stationary, i press ol g
button on the faring Causes an o
board air compressor to autonaty-
cally increuse or decrease the air press
sure in both rear shocks until the bike
reachos pw{htummui ride height
That can be an especially handy fea-
wre for riding with heavy Toads or
when pullng a taaiter.

Once again, though, the Suzuki
IS pmlui Unlike Homda's auto-
leveling system, the Suzuki's doesn’t
el vou w Nat its daing to the suspen-
ston, You don't kaow if the air pross
<ure is ioreasing or decreasing, or i
what Jesel it finadly settles. And
there’s 1o casy provision for doing a
hittle \mpm\m:z line- mnm“ on Vour
own, Admiticdiv. the pecd fever
arose for such an adjustient during
our test, bul there’s something unset
thing about 4 bike it deckdes what's

witl for you, and then doesn’t even
tell Vi e Jounils o that decesion, @
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Your traveling compaion proba-
bly won't care about (hat. though. be-

canse the Cavaleade GIDY far and aw: ty
has the bust passenger accamodas
tiens in the business, Hu buddy seat
has three built-in, inflatable cush-
fons=wo on the backrest, one on the
passenget scal ttself-that ¢an be
pumped up or bled down to fie difler-
et body contaurs simply by pmhm
the ap pmpudxc button on a p.mc .fl
the aght-front of the tour vupnk,
struifar pinel on the left side lets lhn
pussenger change the rdio station
and volume, A lever undu the trunk
permits the conider’s backrest o he

(ld;mtui back and forth to any one of

tour positions. and afever on the left-
side grab rail adjusts the passenger
foothoards to either of two pn\xlmns
So i ene fell swoop. Suzuki has ele-
vated back-seat riding to wmclhmsz
hgher than second- chass status, It al-
most offers all the comtorts of home,
Unfortunately, at low specd. the
Cavaleade also fundles something
like a two-wheeled home. The bike is
<o massive that 10 hard o aanewver
aracefully as you're coming to or
pullm:’ away from a demd stop, With
time you can learn to minimize the
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amonnt ol waveriyg and weaving you
go through at spee ds under 1001 15
mph but the fecling of low-speed in-
stubility and tlippiness never com-
pletely goes away.

And, in fact, there even are high-
speed, openeroad situations 1w lich
the Suzuki's stability is unimpressive,
Riding over rain grooves or adong
hnwumim il paving joints can induce
the kind of twitching that was com-
mon back i the L.n!\* seventies but is
rare these davs, The Cavaleade uses
the same front-tire tre ad pattern asdo
many  of Japan’s  heavyweipht
strevibikes, so the pman would
seem (o be inthe bike, notthe rubber.,
The Suzuki also tends o wander
about in heavy winds. Al large,
fadred touring bikes have this basic
trait. but the 1400 is affected by wind
more e most because s !‘m*gu
than most, The oversized  faiong
catches the wind like a big toresail.

But as large as that fairing is, ot
doesn’t offer superior protection.
The windsereen s exceptionally high
and wide, but iCs so faraway from the
rider that he gets subjected o yuite a
bit of hnlhtmy anyway. And because
Suzuki's ck‘smncu were concerned

The GV 1400 engine began life as a
1200, eventually becoming a
1360--and one of the most
pleasing motors in alf of touring.

about the amount of engme heat a
rider often must vadure on a hyud-
cooled motoreycte, they decided not
10 mp the Cavaleade's £ deing with
lowers, That's dandyv i nice xw:tfhv

but when the conditions turn either
wet or cold, so do the rides’s and feet,

This st the only area to which
Suzuki didn't pay enough attention
1o the detadls, The cruise control, for
example. i extremely accurate and
has all of the state-of-the-art features
{Resume. Accelerate, Decelerate,
ete.). but the Decelerate function
waorks abruptly and makes adjusting
down toea fower spn ed a hit-and-miss
aflair, Likewise, the (Lmon SEeFeo
system s full of ghitches, The radio’s
location in the ;\scndo ua\ hmk re-
quires tou much eyes-ofl Vroad fimie,
and the various buttons ~afthough
}m(o barge—offer Hitte feel to anyone
wearing even fairly heavy nlmu
¥ uuhu w's pmxm.xlh unpm\s!m tes
get the auto-volume knob adjusted so
the sound fevel is right at any two
given speedst the fidehity of the sound
is not exceptional: and there 15 no
rasy-access place in the fartoy for the
storage of casseties,

H s oo bad, Because were it aot
for details such as these, the Caval-
cade could easily setanew all-around
standard jor bw-rw tonring bikes In
most of the major (dk“’()nk‘s stich as
engine performance, overat] smooth-
ness and ndc quatity. the Suzuki s
without peer. Granted, some of the
big arcus sHH mmd sofre dilention,
such ay fowsspeed m'xm'm'cmhilil\'
high- -SpUee J stabitity and case of shifl-
ing: but s the mad"mmuw of the
fitile things that make tln diflerence
Because alter vou've had o put up
with them for three weeks on the
road, Httle things that aren’t quite
right don’t scem so litthe atall.

But despite thoswe shortcomings,
the Cavaleade is quite an impressive
machine anvway. npumilx when
you consider thatics Suzuki's fiest [e-
gitimate attempt at a full-boat tour
myg rig. Indecd, the bike s so mpres-
sive nght now that if's inferesting to
speculate about how it coukd be m-
proved for nest year after a season of
customer feedback and subseqaent
refinement. A hitde adjusonent bere,
a slight twenk therer and Suzuki
could easily have iself one barn-
burner of 4 touring hike.

And even if that doesn’cChappen. a
fella enuld do a lot worse than the
Cavaleade that's avaitable right now &
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SPECIFICATIONS PERFOBMANCE
GENERAL DRIVETRAIN ELECTRICAL ACCELERATION
List price $7999 Engine fiquid-cooled, Electrical power 500w @  Time to distence:
Importer U.S. Suzuki four-stroke V-Four 5000 rpm Y mi.13.10 sec. @ 99.94 mph
) Motqr Corp. Bore x stroke  81.0 x 56.0mm  Battery 12v, 20ah  Time to speed, sec.
8251 E. Imperial Hwy  pigplacement 1360cc  Headlight 60/55w  0-30mph 1.4 sec.
Brea, CA 92621 S e S 040 mph 2.2 sec.
Customer service Compression ratio 9.5:1 SUSPENSION/BRAKES/TIRES 0-50 roph 3.2 sec.
phone (714} 996-7040 x380 Claimed power 112bhp  Front suspension: 060 mph 4.2 sec.
Warranty 12 mo funlimited . @7000rpm  Manufacturer KYB  0-70 mph 5.7 sec.
CHASSIS | Claimedtorque 919t LR RS “eh  0-90 mph rposs
5500 rpm rave Bin. ~90 mp B sec.
Weight: : @55 p' Adjustments none 0-160 mph 13.2 sec.
Tank p Valve train dohg, hydraulic - -
ank empty 8121b. valve adiusters  ear suspension: Top gear time to speed, sec.
Weight distribution Valve adjustment Type twin-shock  60-80 mph 6.1 sec.
f at: intervals notreqd.  wheel travel 40in. gp ‘
ront{rear, percent: : ( ¥ AL SPEED IN GEARS
Tank empty 43.7/56.3 Carburetion (4)33mm  Adjustments  autoleveling,
Tank fult 43.2/56.8 Mikuni CV alr pressure Measured top speed 115 mph
Fuel capacity 58 gai Alr filter pleat@d paper Wheels: Calculated at 7000 (pm redline:
; " Front MT250x 16  Istgear 40 mph
Wheelbase §6.2in. Lubrication welsump o MT350 x 15 20d 65 ph
Rake/trail 29.0°4.7in, Ol capacity 349t —— - 3rd 88 mph
i . Start lectic o ) Ath 110 mph
Handlebar width 31410, arter eeclic  fFrant 130/80-16 g4y 129 mph
Seat height 318in. Primary drive helical gear Duniop Qualifier ; -
g t.8in g P
- Rear 150/90.15 Engine speed at
Ground clearance 54in Clutch muiti-plate, wet Duriop Qualiier 60 mph 3256 rpm
Final drive shaft :
GVWR 1300 1y, b - Rear tire revs. per mi. 818 FUEL MILEAGE
Load capacity (tank full) 452 1b. Giz:r‘ratlos, overall:1 088 Brakes: High/low/avg,  42/35/38 mpg
and 789  Front (2)11.0in. disc  Avg. range inc. )
Ird 5 85 Rear 11 8in. disc reserve 218 mi
4th 468 . BRAKING DISTANCE
.5t 3.99 from 30 mph 29 11,
. o from 60 mph 133 1t
SPEEDOMETER ERROR
ot .
- e 30 mph indicated 30 mph
/ 60 mph indicated 59 mph
/ te ) 1]
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